
ERIC K LEWIS 
 

 
email:    eric.lewis@byu.edu   
personal website:  https://sites.google.com/site/erickylelewis/home  
  
APPOINTMENTS  
 

Assistant Professor of Economics, Brigham Young University, 2025- 
 
Assistant Professor, Texas A&M University, The Bush School of Government and Public Service, 2019-2025 
 
Visiting Assistant Research Scholar, University of Maryland, Agriculture and Resource Economics, 2023-2024 
 
Economist, Department of Justice, Antitrust Division, 2015-2019  

 
EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D. Economics, University of Michigan, 2015  
 
M.A. Economics, University of Michigan, 2014 
 
B.S. Economics and Middle East Studies/Arabic, Brigham Young University, 2007 (cum laude) 

 
RESEARCH 
 
Peer-reviewed publications: 
 

Lewis, Eric, Jiayang (Lyra) Wang, and Arvind P. Ravikumar. “Incentives and Information in Methane Leak 
Detection and Repair.” Accepted, Journal of the Association of Environmental and Resource Economists. 

 
Herrnstadt, Evan, Ryan Kellogg, and Eric Lewis. (2024) “Drilling Deadlines and Oil and Gas Development”. 
Econometrica. 

Previously circulated as: “The Economics of Time-Limited Development Options: The Case of Oil and 
Gas Leases.” NBER Working Paper 27165. 

 
Brehm, Paul, and Eric Lewis. (2021) “Information Asymmetry, Trade, and Drilling: Evidence from an Oil Lease 
Lottery.” The RAND Journal of Economics. 52(3), 496-514. 
 
Lewis, Eric. (2019) “Patchwork Policies, Spillovers, and the Search for Oil and Gas.” American Economic 
Journal: Economic Policy. 11(1), 380-405 
 
 

Working papers: 
 

Agerton, Mark, Diógenes Cruz, and Eric Lewis. Seller Commitment to Reserve Prices: Revenue Implications 
for Federal Mineral Auctions. Submitted 
 

Abstract: We study the impact of seller commitment in US federal auctions for mineral rights. These 
featured binding reserve prices plus a secondary sale, called a noncompetitive lease sale, at a lower 
price if the auction failed. We find eliminating noncompetitive leasing would have increased initial 
sales revenue in our sample by $551 thousand. However, it would have also decreased average lease 
sales probability by 2.9 percentage points, leading to royalty losses exceeding $19 million. These 
findings have immediate policy relevance as noncompetitive leasing was eliminated in 2022 but 
reintroduced in 2025. 

 
 

mailto:eric.lewis@byu.edu
https://sites.google.com/site/erickylelewis/home
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/732203
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/732203
https://www.econometricsociety.org/publications/econometrica/2024/01/01/Drilling-Deadlines-and-Oil-and-Gas-Development
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27165
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27165
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1756-2171.12381
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1756-2171.12381
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pol.20160373
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5327929
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5327929


 2 

Klopack, Benjamin, Eric Lewis, and Fernando Luco. “Rebuilding After the Storm: Firm Turnover and 
Consumer Welfare After Hurricane Harvey.” Supported by NSF award #2242349.  

 
Abstract: We examine how adverse shocks impact firm dynamics and consumer welfare, using 
Hurricane Harvey as a case study. Using data on consumer purchases in 12 large store categories, we 
estimate consumer demand and show that exiting stores contribute 36% less to consumer surplus than 
entrants and 51% less than surviving incumbents. Despite this, some exiting businesses provide 
significant welfare gains, while entry often occurs far from the most affected neighborhoods, leading 
to substantial localized welfare losses. Counterfactual simulations reveal that subsidizing all damaged 
businesses is inefficient, with costs outweighing consumer benefits, but targeted aid can deliver 
substantial net gains. 
 

Work in progress: 
 
Agerton, Mark, Ben Gilbert, and Eric Lewis. “Nonpoint Source Pollution Regulation with Small N”.  
 
De Silva, Dakshina, Eric Lewis, and Aurélie Slechten. “Corporate Board Management and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions”. 
 
Garg, Teevrat, Eric Lewis, and Chi Ta. “Marginal and Average Price Salience in Electricity Consumption.” 
 
Kim, Myongjim, Eric Lewis, and Junyeol Ryu. “Energy Security and Competition in South Korea.” 
 

Other publications: 
 
Chugh, Randy C., Nathan G. Goldstein, Eric K. Lewis, Jeffrey S. Lien, Deborah Minehart, and Nancy L. Rose 
(2016). “Economics at the Antitrust Division 2015–2016: Household Appliances, Oil Field Services, and 
Airport Slots.” Review of Industrial Organization. 49, 535-556 
 
Lewis, Eric (2020). “How U.S. Patchwork Land Ownership and Regulation Affects Oil and Gas Drilling.” 
Takeaway Policy Brief for the Mosbacher Institute, Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas 
A&M University. 
 
Herrnstadt, Evan, Ryan Kellogg, and Eric Lewis. “The Economics of Time-Limited Development Options: 
The Case of Oil and Gas Leases.” Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago Research Highlight.  
 

Permanent working papers: 
 

Lewis, Eric and Randy Chugh. (2019) “Common Ownership and Airlines: Evaluating an Alternate Ownership 
Data Source.” Economic Analysis Group Discussion Paper, US DOJ Antitrust Division 

 
Pre-doctoral: 
 

Johnson, Richard, Janette Kawachi, and Eric Lewis. (2009). “Older Workers on the Move: Recareering in Later 
Life”.  With Richard Johnson and Janette Kawachi, and Eric Lewis. AARP Public Policy Institute. 
 
Zedlewski, Sheila, Brendan Cushing-Daniels and Eric Lewis. (2008). “How Much Could Reverse Mortgages 
Contribute to Retirement Incomes?” Urban Institute Retirement Policy Brief. 

 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 

2025 Small Business Administration 
2024 University of Wyoming, University of Virginia, University of Lancaster, Brigham Young University 
2023 University of Maryland, Virginia Tech, University of Michigan, University of Oklahoma, Resources for the 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11151-016-9550-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11151-016-9550-z
https://bush.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/V11-13_Patchwork_Land_Ownership_Takeaway.pdf
https://epic.uchicago.edu/insights/the-economics-of-time-limited-development-options-the-case-of-oil-and-gas-leases/
https://epic.uchicago.edu/insights/the-economics-of-time-limited-development-options-the-case-of-oil-and-gas-leases/
https://www.justice.gov/atr/page/file/1181681/download
https://www.justice.gov/atr/page/file/1181681/download
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=1001272
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=1001272
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411763
http://www.urban.org/url.cfm?ID=411763
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Future, Environmental Defense Fund 
2022 California Polytechnic University 
2019 Texas A&M, University of Utah Business School, Brigham Young University, US Naval Academy  
2018 University of Maryland 
2015 Department of Justice 
2014 Resources for the Future, Berkeley Energy Camp, Brigham Young University 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (PRESENTER) 
 

2025 Allied Social Science Associations (AERE), Association of Environmental and Resource Economists 
(scheduled) 

2024 Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Association of Environmental and Resource 
Economists, Southern Economics Association 

2023 TXio Conference, International Industrial Organization Conference, Association of Environmental and 
Resource Economists, United States Association for Energy Economics 

2020 Eastern Economics Association 
2019 International Industrial Organization Conference 
2017 International Industrial Organization Conference 
2016 Southern Economics Association 
2014 Eastern Economics Association, Midwest Economics Association 

 
TEACHING  
 

PSAA 621 – Economic Analysis (Microeconomic Theory) 
PSAA 622 – Public Finance 
PSAA 624 – Water Policy 
PSAA 640 – Energy Policy and Security 

 
EXTERNAL AWARDS 
 

2023 NSF Grant #2242349 
2014 Resources for the Future Joseph L. Fisher Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship 
2010-15 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship Program 

 
INTERNAL GRANTS AND AWARDS  
 

Texas A&M University:  
2025 Stowcroft Faculty Research Grant. “Examining the Impact of Local Conflict on Gas Flaring”. $2,499. 
2020 Texas A&M Energy Institute seed grant. “The Effects of Hurricane Harvey on the Retail Gasoline Market.” 

Internal. $40,000. Co-PI. Competitive internal grant.  
2020 Texas A&M Triads for Transformation (T3) grant. “Identifying Consumers' Response to Price Hikes and 

Product Availability”. $30,000. Co-PI. Non-competitive internal grant. 
 
US Department of Justice: 
2017 US Department of Justice Economics Analysis Group research time award 
2015 US Department of Justice Economics Analysis Group research time award 
 
Doctoral: 
2014 Michigan Institute for Teaching and Research in Economics (MITRE) award 
2014 Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship  
2013 Rackham Candidate Research Grant 
2012 Michigan Institute for Teaching and Research in Economics (MITRE) awards 
2010 Rackham Precandidate Research Award 

 
DOCTORAL AND PRE-DOCTORAL WORK EXPERIENCE 
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2012-13  Research Assistant for Prof. Ryan Kellogg (University of Michigan) 
2012-13  Research Assistant for Prof. Robyn Meeks (University of Michigan) 
2011-12  Research Assistant for Prof. Michael Greenstone (MIT) and Kelsey Jack (Tufts) 
2011  Teaching Assistant for Prof. Tilman Börgers, intermediate microeconomics 
2010  Teaching Assistant for Prof. Stephan Lauermann, intermediate microeconomics 
2009-10  Research Assistant for Prof. Pascaline Dupas (UCLA) 
2008-09  Research Assistant for Prof. Esther Duflo (Poverty Action Lab, MIT) 
2007-08  Research Assistant, the Urban Institute 

 
REFEREE SERVICE 
 

Journals: American Economic Review, American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, American Economic 
Journal: Applied Economics, Energy Economics, Energy Strategy Reviews, Environmental and Resource 
Economics, Environmental Research Letters, International Economic Review, Journal of the Association of 
Environmental and Resource Economists, Nature Communications, The Economic Journal, The Journal of 
Environmental Economics and Management, The RAND Journal of Economics. 
 
Others: National Science Foundation 

 
TECHNICAL SKILLS AND RESOURCES 
 

Matlab, ArcGIS, R, Python, Stata, SAS, Latex 
 
My GitHub Repo 
 
Stata code to compute Conley standard errors for OLS and 2SLS in large data sets: 
https://github.com/erikylewis/spatial_regression 

 
LANGUAGES: English (native), Arabic (intermediate) 
 

https://github.com/erikylewis?tab=repositories
https://github.com/erikylewis/spatial_regression

