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CONTACT

INFORMATION

Brigham Young University office phone: (801) 422-3182
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Provo, UT 84602

PRIMARY

POSITIONS

Brigham Young University, Department of Economics
Associate Professor 2021-
Assistant Professor 2015-2021

OTHER

POSITIONS

Co-Editor, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 2022-
Co-Editor, Economics of Education Review 2022-
National Bureau of Economic Research, Research Associate 2021-

Faculty Research Fellow 2020-2021
CESifo, Research Affiliate 2019-
EdWorkingPapers, Contributor 2019-
Institute of Labor Economics (IZA), Research Affiliate 2017-

EDUCATION Ph.D. Economics, University of Texas at Austin 2015
M.S. Economics, University of Texas at Austin 2012
B.A. Economics & Mathematics, Brigham Young University 2010

PUBLICATIONS Class Rank and Long Run Outcomes Review of Economics and Statistics, Forth-
coming (joint with Richard Murphy and Felix Weinhardt)

Winners and Losers? The Effect of Gaining and Losing Access to Selective
Colleges on Education and Labor Market Outcomes American Economic
Journal: Applied Economics 2023, Volume 15, Number 1 (joint with Sandra
Black and Jesse Rothstein)

The Returns to Hours Worked Within and Across Occupations: Implica-
tions for the Gender Wage Gap ILR Review, 2022, Volume 75, Issue 5.
(joint with Brian Jacob, Lars Lefgren, and Christian vom Lehn)
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http://www.jeffdenning.com
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/doi/10.1162/rest_a_01125/107656/Class-Rank-and-Long-Run-Outcomes?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20200137&from=f
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20200137&from=f
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00197939211045376?journalCode=ilra
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00197939211045376?journalCode=ilra


Decreasing time to baccalaureate degree in the United States, Economics of
Education Review, 2022, Volume 90. (joint with Eric Eide, Kevin Mum-
ford, and Daniel Sabey*)

Why Have College Completion Rates Increased? American Economic Journal:
Applied Economics July 2022, Volume 14, Number 3. (joint with Eric Eide,
Kevin Mumford, Rich Patterson, and Merrill Warnick*)

Maxed Out? The Effect of Larger Student Loan Limits on Borrowing and
Education Outcomes Journal of Human Resources, 2021, Volume 56, Num-
ber 4 (joint with Todd R. Jones)

Nudging at Scale: Experimental Evidence from FAFSA Completion Cam-
paigns Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization, 2021, Volume 183.
(joint with Kelli A. Bird, Benjamin L. Castleman, Joshua Goodman, Cait
Lamberton, Kelly Ochs Rosinger)

Born Under A Lucky Star: Financial Aid, College Completion, Labor Sup-
ply, and Credit Constraints Journal of Human Resources, 2019, Volume 54,
Number 3.

ProPelled: The Effects of Grants on Graduation, Earnings, and Welfare Amer-
ican Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 2019, Volume 11, Number 3.
(joint with Benjamin M. Marx and Lesley J. Turner)

Is Information Enough? The Effect of Information about Education Tax Ben-
efits on Student Outcomes Journal of Policy Analysis and Management,
2019, Volume 38, Number 3. (joint with Peter Bergman and Dayanand
Manoli)

College on the Cheap: Consequences of Community College Tuition Re-
ductions American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 2017, Volume 9,
Number 2.

Was That SMART? Institutional Financial Incentives and Field of Study
Journal of Human Resources, 2017, Volume 52, Number 1. Joint with
Patrick Turley)

NON PEER

REVIEWED

PAPERS

Lower Bars, Higher College GPAs: How Grade Inflation is Boosting College
Graduation Rates Education Next, Fall 2021, (joint with Eric Eide, Kevin
Mumford, Richard Patterson, and Merrill Warnick)

* denotes student coauthor
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272775722000620
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20200525&from=f
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/early/2019/11/07/jhr.56.4.0419-10167R1.abstract6
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/early/2019/11/07/jhr.56.4.0419-10167R1.abstract6
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268120304819
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268120304819
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/early/2018/03/01/jhr.54.3.1116.8359R1.abstract
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/early/2018/03/01/jhr.54.3.1116.8359R1.abstract
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180100
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pam.22131
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pam.22131
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pol.20150374
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pol.20150374
http://jhr.uwpress.org/content/52/1/152.abstract
https://www.educationnext.org/lower-bars-higher-college-gpas-how-grade-inflation-boosting-college-graduation-rates/
https://www.educationnext.org/lower-bars-higher-college-gpas-how-grade-inflation-boosting-college-graduation-rates/


WORKING

PAPERS

Taking It to the Limit: Effects of Increased Student Loan Availability on At-
tainment, Earnings, and Financial Well-being (joint with Sandra Black,
Lisa Dettling, Sarena Goodman, and Lesley Turner) available as NBER
Working Paper 27468, Revisions Resubmitted, American Economic Review

Welfare Effects of Changes in College Pricing (joint with Benjamin M. Marx
and Lesley J. Turner)

WORKS IN

PROGRESS

The Credit Consequences of College Attendance (joint with Palaash Bhar-
gava, Sandra Black, Robert Fairlie, and Oded Gurantz)

Irrationality and Student Loans (joint with Lesley Turner)

PLUS or Minus? The Effect of Graduate PLUS Student Loans on Access,
Program Prices, Student Debt, and Labor Market Outcomes (with San-
dra Black and Lesley Turner)

The Effects of a DUI on Education, Earnings, and Household Finance (joint
with Benjamin Hansen, Lars Lefgren, Emily Leslie, and Cody Tuttle)

The Effects of Education on Public Assistance and Crime (joint with Emily
Leslie and Cody Tuttle)

Teachers, Grading Leniency, and Student Success (joint with Rachel Nesbit,
Nolan Pope, and Merrill Warnick)

PRE PHD
PUBLICATION

Flexible Spending Accounts and the Use-It-or-Lose-It Provision Applied Eco-
nomics 2013, Volume 45, Issue 35. (Joint with James Cardon and Mark
H. Showalter)

AWARDS Young Scholar Award
BYU College of Family, Home, and Social Science 2021

Jean Flanigan Outstanding Dissertation Award
Association for Education Finance & Policy 2016

National Academy of Education/Spencer Dissertation
Fellowship 2014-2015

Hale Fellowship
University of Texas at Austin 2014

Richard P. Worley Fellowship
University of Texas at Austin 2010-2011
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Umh1wUZT-Ue5VQeIJqpEl_Ks3qSW4Pfy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Umh1wUZT-Ue5VQeIJqpEl_Ks3qSW4Pfy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NadO0AEMmVVlJ1AlMxTOjZY0hKTzGQOa
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00036846.2013.808308


GRANTS “The Credit Consequences of College Attendance” (PI: Oded Gurantz), Co-
PI. Spencer Foundation.
Amount: $248,961 2022-23

“PLUS or Minus? The Effect of Graduate PLUS Student Loans on Access,
Program Prices, Student Debt, and Labor Market Outcomes” (PI: Sandra
Black), Co-PI. Arnold Ventures.
Amount: $264,396 2021-22

Early Career Research Grant, W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Re-
search.
Amount: $5,000 2017

“Large Scale Outreach to Promote Early FAFSA Submission and Informed
College” Search (PI: Benjamin Castleman). Kresge Foundation
Amount $500,000 2016

Early Career Research Grant, W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Re-
search.
Amount: $5,000 2016

“Tax Policy Insights from Informational Interventions” with Dayanand
Manoli and Peter Bergman. Jameel Poverty Action Lab North America.
Amount: $105,000 2013

PRESENTATIONS 2022-2023 (including planned)
San Diego State University, Urban Institute, University of California River-
side, University of Delaware, University of Georgia

2021-2022
CESifo Economics of Education Conference, New York Federal Reserve/NYU
Education Seminar Series, University of California San Diego, Washington
University in St. Louis, AEFP Meetings, NBER Education Spring Meetings,
CESifo Summer Institute, Workshop on the Economics of Risky Behavior

2020-2021
CESifo Economics of Education Conference, Columbia University Teacher’s
College, IZA Economics of Education, York University, NBER Labor Stud-
ies Fall Meetings (coauthor presented), Kansas State University, MIT Stu-
dent Data-Based Policy Seminar, Institute for Research on Poverty Summer
Research Workshop

2019-2020
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CESifo Economics of Education Conference, University of Notre Dame, NBER
Education Fall Meetings, NBER Labor Studies Spring Meetings, University
of Hawai’i at Mānoa, AEFP Meetings, E-Con of Education Conference

2018-2019
University of Utah Finance, AEA Meetings, United States Military Academy,
AEFP Meetings, Utah System of Higher Education, NBER Education Spring
Meetings, SOLE Meetings

2017-2018
SOLE Meetings, IZA Junior/Senior Symposium

2016-2017
Montana State University, University of Utah Finance, AEFP Meetings, Up-
john Institute, IESR Labor Workshop–Jinan University

2015-2016
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, University of California Davis,
AEFP Meetings, SOLE Meetings

2014-2015
APPAM Meetings, Arizona State School of Public Affairs, Brigham Young
University, New York Federal Reserve, University of Georgia, Southern Methodist
University, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, RAND, AERA Meet-
ings (poster), SOLE Meetings

2013-14
SEA Meetings, STATA Texas Empirical Micro Conference (poster), BYU Grad-
uate Student Conference

TEACHING BYU: Economics 461, Economics of Education
BYU: Economics 488/398, Applied Econometrics
BYU: Economics 380, Intermediate Price Theory 1

MEDIA Coverage/Mentions: Deseret News, The Hechinger Report, The Weeds Pod-
cast, Inside Higher Ed, Diverse Education, Inside Higher Education, New
York Times, The Atlantic, KUER Utah NPR, New York Times Upshot, Mar-
ketWatch, Higher Education Today, Wall Street Journal Real Time Economics,
Washington Post Storyline, AEA: Research Highlights, Diverse Education,
New York Times Opinion, Chronicle of Higher Education, Education Next,
Washington Post, Inside Higher Ed, Harvard Ed Cast, Inside Higher Ed,
New York Times DealBook, Brookings Hutchins Roundup, This American
Life, Forbes
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https://www.deseret.com/2022/5/15/23056012/perspective-cancellation-wont-solve-the-student-loan-issue-college-debt-forgiveness-biden-pell-grant
https://hechingerreport.org/new-wave-of-research-nudging-text-not-as-promising/
https://overcast.fm/+FOOQ2Gz18
https://overcast.fm/+FOOQ2Gz18
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/03/16/study-looks-impact-texas-top-10-percent-plan-admissions-and-income
https://diverseeducation.com/article/161806/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2019/08/20/national-nudging-campaign-produced-no-increase-fafsa-applications-college-enrollment#.XVv6jrTULuk.email
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/19/business/tuition-free-college.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/19/business/tuition-free-college.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/07/has-college-gotten-easier/594550/
https://www.kuer.org/post/study-shows-higher-earnings-pell-grant-recipients-many-utah-students-may-be-missing-out#stream/0
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/14/upshot/education-free-market-regulation-problems.html
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/when-government-invests-in-low-income-students-it-recoups-the-money-study-suggests-2017-09-26
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/when-government-invests-in-low-income-students-it-recoups-the-money-study-suggests-2017-09-26
https://www.higheredtoday.org/2017/10/10/propelled-effects-grants-graduation-earnings-welfare/
https://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2018/10/02/real-time-economics-after-a-north-america-deal-white-house-refocuses-on-trade-with-china/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/storyline/wp/2015/01/09/how-many-students-will-sign-up-for-obamas-free-community-college-plan-the-evidence/
https://www.aeaweb.org/research/texas-tuition-cuts-preview-free-community-college
http://diverseeducation.com/article/97069/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/21/opinion/jack-ma-996.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Graduation-Rates-Are-Rising/246480
https://www.educationnext.org/rising-graduation-rates-signal-risk-sinking-standards/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/s/education/2021/09/21/why-grade-inflation-is-useful/?pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWJpZCI6IjM0MDU3NDIiLCJyZWFzb24iOiJnaWZ0IiwibmJmIjoxNjMyMjU1ODEwLCJpc3MiOiJzdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIiwiZXhwIjoxNjMzNDY1NDEwLCJpYXQiOjE2MzIyNTU4MTAsImp0aSI6ImU3NWY2MTQ0LTdhZmItNDNkOS1iN2M4LTY4YWZjMGU5NmJiMSIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS9lZHVjYXRpb24vMjAyMS8wOS8yMS93aHktZ3JhZGUtaW5mbGF0aW9uLWlzLXVzZWZ1bC8ifQ.D3ngEJQMW9T6nITmsHlqYucmzEevjAFbVdiGa0F2a2E
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2021/11/09/research-links-rise-college-completion-grade-inflation
https://the-harvard-edcast.simplecast.com/episodes/why-have-college-completion-rates-increased
https://www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2020/07/13/class-rank-third-grade-and-college-admissions
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/14/business/dealbook/fortnite-apple-google-epic.html
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/05/20/hutchins-roundup-bachelors-degrees-quantitative-easing-and-more/
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/734/the-campus-tour-has-been-cancelled
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/734/the-campus-tour-has-been-cancelled
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dereknewton/2021/09/28/grade-inflation-is-real/?sh=38fd10c37ae4


PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE

Department:
Internal Seminar Coordinator 2022-
Co-Organizer BYU/Utah Applied Economics Conference 2021, 2022
Curriculum Committee, BYU 2019-22
Visiting Scholar Coordinator, BYU 2018-19
Recruiting Committee, BYU 2016-18
Social Committee, BYU 2015-16

College:
International Relations Committee, BYU 2018-

Referee:
Economics Journals: American Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of
Economics, Journal of Political Economy, Econometrica, American Eco-
nomic Journal: Applied Economics, American Economic Journal: Eco-
nomic Policy, Review of Economics and Statistics, Journal of Human
Resources, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of Public Economics,
Economic Journal, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Journal
of Economic Behavior and Organization, Labour Economics, Journal of
Applied Econometrics, Contemporary Economic Policy, Economic In-
quiry, Economics Letters, Economics of Education Review, Education
Economics, Journal of Human Capital, Public Finance Review Other
Journals: American Educational Research Association (AERA) Open,
American Educational Research Journal, Educational Evaluation and
Policy Analysis, Education Finance and Policy, Educational Policy, Ed-
ucational Researcher, Social Service Review, Social Science Research

Reviewer:
National Science Foundation, U.S. Department of Labor

Dissertation Committee
Travis Williams, University of Iowa 2022

VOLUNTEER

WORK

Utah Valley University, Pacific Islander Initiative, Mentor

PERSONAL Citizenship: USA
Date of Birth:1986
Languages: English (Native), Hawaiian (Beginning)
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